



NOTE:  This is the form in which the Advisory Committee originally recommended the proposed zoning ordinance to the County.  When it is actually enacted, it will be broken into several parts that will be inserted in the appropriate sections of the County’s overall zoning ordinance.  The changes in wording recommended by the Advisory Committee at its meeting on July 15, 2011 are shown in red.

Section 1.  
Subsection 3-9-56   The Code of Laws and Ordinances of Charlotte County, Florida (the “County Code”) is hereby amended to create a new Subsection 3-9-56 which shall provide as follows:

Sec. 3-9-56.
Little Gasparilla Island Zoning District Overlay
(a)
Short Title. The short title of this Section 3-9-56 shall be the LGI Overlay Code.

(b)
Boundary.  The area affected by the LGI Overlay Code shall be all of Little Gasparilla Island (“LGI”) excluding the Don Pedro State Park. The location of the boundary of LGI is delineated in Exhibit “A” attached hereto which by this reference is adopted into and declared to be a part of this Sec. 3-9-56. 

(c)
Applicability.  Conflict with Other Ordinances. The Code shall apply to development and/or redevelopment of residential and commercial neighborhood uses within the island and all other matters referenced in the LGI Overlay Code.  The terms “development” and/or “redevelopment” shall be construed liberally and shall include any plat, special exception, variance, site plan review approval, building or sign permit, or any other official action of Charlotte County that has the effect of permitting development and/or redevelopment or any application for any of the preceding.  The LGI Overlay Code shall not affect permitted principal uses and structures, permitted accessory uses and structures, prohibited uses and structures within an approved plan adopted pursuant to Sec. 3-9-49 of the Planned Development (PD) zoning district prior to the adoption of the LGI Overlay Code. All property within the boundary of LGI shall be rezoned from Residential Multi-family, Tourist (RMF-T) to LGI zoning district (“LGI Zoning District”). The LGI Overlay Code shall apply to the preceding matters notwithstanding the application of any other provision(s) of the County Code to said matter(s).  In the event of a conflict between another provision of the County Code and the LGI Overlay Code, the terms of the LGI Overlay Code shall supersede and control.  

(d)
Intent. The LGI Overlay Code is to serve as a vehicle for the preservation of the single-family neighborhood as contemplated by the Little Gasparilla Island Community Plan (“Plan”).
(e)
LGI Zoning District.


(1)
Establishment of Zoning District. The LGI Zoning District is hereby established.


(2)
Intent. The LGI Zoning District shall be used for single-family dwellings, for other uses normally associated with single-family residential dwellings, and for limited non-residential uses intended to serve the needs of the residences on LGI as listed under subsection (e)(6)(A) and (e)(7) of this code.


(3)
LGI Zoning District. LGI Zoning District is the only zoning designation allowed on the Island.

(4)
Permitted principal uses and structures.


(A)
Single-family dwellings excluding mobile homes.


(5)
Permitted accessory uses and structures that customarily are accessory to single-family dwellings in the unique setting of LGI.
(A) 
Private storage structures and greenhouses subject to the following standards:

(i)   
Accessory buildings over one hundred twenty-five (125) square feet must be compatible in visual appearance with the residence.

(ii)   The total maximum area coverage of all accessory structures shall not exceed the greater of one thousand (1,000) square feet or one-half (1/2) the footprint of the principal structure. Nothing herein shall be construed to permit lot coverage in excess of the thirty-five (35) percent maximum lot coverage established in subsection (e)(9)(A) of this code. 

 (B)   Swimming pools.

(C)   Tennis courts.

(D)   Noncommercial boat docks and ramps.
(6)
Permitted conditional uses.


(A) 
Home occupations (Type 1) pursuant to Section 3.3.9, Accessory Structures and Uses,
in addition to the conditions imposed by Section 3.3.9, Accessory Structures and Uses, the following condition must be met and 
complied with:

(i)
Customers must visit between the hours of 9:00 


a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

(7)
Special exceptions.  (For procedure see section 3-9-7, "Special exceptions.") The following are uses that may exist by special exception in this district on a residential lot with or without a residence so long as all development standards are met:  

(A) 
Shops for golf cart sales, repair and rental; all repairs and storage shall be conducted within fully screened areas.
The total maximum size for all structures devoted to this use on a single site shall be 1,000 square feet.
(B)
Houses of worship in accordance with section 3-9-80.1 and community meeting halls. 

(C)
Home occupations (Type 2), in accordance with Section 3.3.9, Accessory Structures and Uses.
(D)
Essential and emergency services.


(E)
Library.



(F)
Structures for the enclosed storage of trucks and 
other equipment used to service the electric, telephone, or 
water utilities on LGI.


(G)
Water utility treatment and distribution facilities.


(H)
Ferry landing sites (for the transfer of passengers to and from LGI) and barge landing sites (for the transfer of vehicles, equipment, and material to and from LGI) permanently maintained on privately owned lots, subject to the following restrictions:


(i)
Minimum water frontage of lot shall be not less 


than fifty (50) feet.

(ii)
Docks and landing ramps shall be set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the property lines with adjacent lots.

(iii)
No disturbance of natural shoreline and shoreline mangroves beyond the permitted criteria that are  set by the State and Federal agencies. 
(iv)
Use of barge landing sites shall be restricted to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
(v)
“The storage of vehicles, equipment, or materials, other than those regularly used in the loading, unloading, or operation of the barge, is prohibited on the site.  Vehicles, equipment, or material may be parked on the site only while awaiting prompt transfer to the barge or to another site on LGI.” 

 
(vi)
For ferry land sites, an area shall be provided for the off-road parking of golf carts in a number appropriate for the particular special exception use but no less than three (3).
(8)
Prohibited uses and structures: Any use or structure not expressly or by reasonable implication permitted herein or permitted by special exception shall be unlawful in this district, including mobile homes.

(9)
Development Standards: 


All structures on LGI must conform to Section 3-9-98 in addition to the following development standards:

(A)
For residential development:



The following development standards shall apply: 

(i) Legally Non-conforming lots
For legally platted lots existing as of January 1, 1990: 
Minimum lot width, feet . . . 50
Minimum yard requirements:

Front yard, feet . . . 25

Side yard:

Interior, feet  . . . 
7.5
Abutting a road, feet . . . 15

Rear yard:

Abutting a lot, feet . . .  15
Abutting a road, feet . . . 25
Abutting a greenbelt, feet … 15

Abutting Gulf of Mexico, feet … 50

Abutting other waters, feet … 20

Maximum lot coverage, percent . . . 35
Maximum height of structures, feet . . . 35

Maximum density, unit… 1 unit per platted lot

(ii) Standard lots:
Minimum lot requirements:

Area, acre . . . 1 (43,560 square feet)

Width, feet . . . 100
Minimum yard requirements:

Front yard, feet . . . 25
Side yard:

Interior, feet  . . . 
20
Abutting a road, feet . . . 20

Rear yard:

Abutting a lot, feet . . . 20
Abutting a road, feet . . . 25
Abutting a greenbelt, feet … 20

Abutting Gulf of Mexico, feet … 50

Abutting other waters, feet … 20

Maximum lot coverage, percent . . . 20
Maximum height of structures, feet . . . 35

Maximum density, unit… 1 unit per acre

(B)
For all uses listed under subsection (e)(7), except (C) :
 

The following development standards shall apply: 

(i) Legally Non-conforming lots
For legally platted lots existing as of January 1, 1990: 
Minimum lot width, feet . . . 50
Minimum yard requirements:

Front yard, feet . . . 25

Side yard:

Interior, feet  . . . 
7.5
Abutting a road, feet . . . 15

Rear yard:

Abutting a lot, feet . . .  15
Abutting a road, feet . . . 25
Abutting a greenbelt, feet … 15

Abutting Gulf of Mexico, feet … 50

Abutting other waters, feet … 20

Maximum lot coverage, percent . . . 35
Maximum height of structures, feet . . . 35, except storage structures and garages shall not exceed 20 feet above grade

(ii) Standard lots:
Minimum lot requirements:

Area, acre . . . 1 

Width, feet . . . 100
Minimum yard requirements:

Front yard, feet . . . 25
Side yard:

Interior, feet  . . . 
20
Abutting a road, feet . . . 20

Rear yard:

Abutting a lot, feet . . . 20
Abutting a road, feet . . . 25
Abutting a greenbelt, feet … 20

Abutting Gulf of Mexico, feet … 50

Abutting other waters, feet … 20

Maximum lot coverage, percent . . . 20
Maximum height of structures, feet . . . 35,except storage structures and garages shall not exceed 20 feet above grade

 (f) 
Review Procedure, Design Standards, Parking, Landscaping, and Signs for all Special Exception Uses.
(1)
Development Review Procedure. The LGI Advisory Committee, or its designee, shall review all applications for a special exception listed under subsection (e)(7) of this code for consistency and compliance with the LGI Zoning District and Overlay Code and the Plan. The LGI Advisory Committee, or its designee, shall prepare written comments to the appropriate Charlotte County agencies regarding the proposed development, with recommendations as appropriate. Such comments, however, shall not be dispositive.

(2)
Design Standards. All buildings associated with a special exception use granted under subsection(e)(7) of this Code:

(A) All buildings for uses listed under subsection(e)(7)(A), (B), (D), (E), (F), and (G) of this code must be designed to imitate the appearance of the residential structures in the immediate neighborhood. Metal paneled buildings are not permitted.

 (B)
Parking. An area shall be provided for the off-road parking of golf carts in a number appropriate for the particular special exception use but no less than three (3). A golf cart parking space is defined as an area ten (10) feet long by six (6) feet wide. A golf cart handicap parking space shall be provided on the shortest and safest route to the main accessible entrance to the building. At a minimum, a walking path four (4) feet wide is required from the golf cart parking area to the main entrance of the development.

(C)
Landscaping. Landscaped buffers and screening shall be required. At a minimum, a landscaped buffer five (5) feet wide or an opaque fence six (6) feet tall shall be required along any rear or side property line that borders properties designated for residential uses. 
(i)
Hedges for screening and buffers must be a minimum twenty-four (24) inches in height upon planting, be spaced and maintained in order to form a continuous, solid visual screen within one year from planting, and be of the type that reach at least sixty (60) inches on maturity.
(D)
Signs. Signs must conform to the sense of design and place of the development through the use of graphics, color, material and placement. Signs shall be governed by Section 3-9-95 of the County Code, as the same may be amended from time to time, except as specified below:  

(i)   Only wall signs shall be allowed. There shall be a maximum of one (1) wall sign per special exception use.
(ii)  The maximum size of the wall sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet.

(iii)  Signs shall not be lighted. 
(iv) The wall sign structure shall be constructed of the same material as the predominant material of the principal building.

(v)  The wall sign shall be constructed of the same color as the predominant color of the principal building.

(vi)  Wall signs shall not cover architectural features or details and shall not extend beyond the roof ridge or outer edges of the building.

(vii) Windows shall display only the proprietors' name, business name, and property address for identification purposes. Signs placed inside a window with the intent of being seen from the outside are prohibited. All letters shall be one (1) inch tall or less.

(viii) No directional signs shall be allowed on the island.

(3)
Outdoor lighting. Outdoor lighting must be shielded or directed in such a way that the light does not shine beyond the boundaries of the subject property. Pole or standing lights shall be no higher than ten (10) feet.
(g)
Disaster Recovery. Following a natural disaster, as determined by the Board of County Commissioners, a structure that was  legally nonconforming immediately prior to said disaster may be replaced or restored on the original footprint, with no increase in square footage or the residential density, and in compliance with applicable County, State and Federal standards.
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