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Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association

PO Box 3643

Placida, FL  33946

www.lgpoa.org
October, 2009 Coconut Telegraph
First, a correction from last month’s Telegraph. The correct website for Little Gasparilla Island Fire and Rescue is www.lgifr.com. 

There will be an island Halloween Party on October 31st at 8PM at the home of Janet Stanke, 9722 LGI. Costumes are required! Come join your neighbors for food, fun, games and prizes. Questions? Call Janet at 941-830-0541.

The LGPOA met on September 26th at David Haynes’ home on LGI. 
The LGI Advisory Committee met on October 9th. 

Following are issues discussed at both meetings.
Fire and EMS: The Tri-Board has completed its work, compiling information about 10 options for on-island fire and EMS, and concluded that the “Useppa Model” is the least expensive and maximizes island control. Charlotte County now requires a survey of taxpayers before forming an MSBU for a specific project such as on-island fire and EMS. Proposed survey wording, presenting a choice between the status quo and the Useppa model, was presented to the Advisory Committee at its October 9th meeting. Bob Hill reported that the county legal department has approved that wording. The committee explored adding a third option, of EMS only, to the survey.  The committee concluded that EMS only would cost almost as much as combined fire and EMS, and would result in the loss of the SAFER grant of $108,000. The committee voted to retain the original wording of the survey.  Tara Musselman from Charlotte County stated that the county would take a certain percentage of the MSBU funds collected for administrative purposes. The Advisory Committee pointed out that the only thing the county would need to do is collect the taxes, so the administrative fee should be minimal. Bob Hill will discuss this with the county commission. He will also attempt to find a neutral third party to tabulate the survey results. Information about the Useppa Model can be found on our website, www.lgpoa.org.
LGIFR will hold an important meeting on December 5th to vote on changing its bylaws to allow all property owners to vote for and serve on its Board of Directors. This is a necessary step in the transition to the Useppa Model for on-island fire and EMS. A two thirds vote of all contributing members of LGIFR is required to pass the bylaws changes. Members will receive a ballot by mail before the meeting. 
LGIFR is purchasing 4 AEDs (Automatic External Defibrillators) to be placed on the island. AEDs have shown to be life saving device in the event of a heart attack and are easy to use. If you are interested in taking a course including CPR and AED use, please contact Janet Stanke at 941-830-0541.
Community Docks on LGI: David Haynes has provided the following report: “The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has recently been stepping up its activity on the island regarding community docks and enforcement of its regulations as it relates to them. Several homeowners have received letters from DEP regarding submerged land leases for community docks and restrictions within those leases not being followed. Further follow up with the DEP revealed that they are planning on visiting all of the community/easement docks for compliance with their requirements. DEP has the ability to impose fines of up to $10,000 per day for violations. After discussions with some islanders, DEP has indicated that they understand the uniqueness of our island and the fact that we need our docks to access our properties. They have agreed to suspend pursuing the fines while some resolution to the problem is being worked out, either by interpretation of existing regulations or by special legislation. Several islanders are looking to meet with DEP representatives in the next few weeks in addition to working on a draft of some special legislation to “carve out” the island from the current statutory requirements and allow the docks to exist on the island as we need them. Both options are being pursued with the hopes that one or both can solve our issue and ensure that all islanders have access to their properties. Islanders Tom Tucker (attorney), Robert Hill, David Haynes and Bob Hill have been in discussions with the DEP and our local legislative delegation to help arrive at a solution. For more information, email David Haynes at david@tarponrealty.com.”
The island cleanup of September 19th was very successful. Thanks to the many islanders who contributed their time, their boats, and their efforts. The All-American Cleanup will be held sometime in March. Look for details in future Telegraphs.

Dock numbering is complete. There has been discussion of having road signs on the island, but that project is being put off until the matter of on-island fire and EMS is resolved. (Road signs may not be needed if LGI has its own fire and EMS department, whose personnel would know the island well without signs.)
The next LGPOA meeting will be on November 7th at the home of Sharon Belcher. 

The next Advisory Committee meeting will be on November 13th. 

The Telegraph will send out reminders before both meetings.

LGPOA now has 263 members. If you know anyone who is a member and is not receiving the Telegraph, ask them to send their email address to lgpoajudy@gmail.com. If you know someone who is not a member, ask them to join. Together we can make a difference!

Contact our board members about issues that concern you, and make your opinions known.

LGPOA Board members:

David Haynes, President, representing District 3: david@tarponrealty.com
Tom McCoy, Vice President, representing District 8: thomas.mccoy@vanderbilt.edu
Paul Holmes, Treasurer, representing District 7: paulholmes@ewol.com
Sharon Belcher, Secretary, representing District 4: sbbelcher@earthlink.net
Phyllis NeSmith, representing District 1: phlstory@slbb.net
Brenda Lovell, representing District 6: teamlovell@kw.com
Cindi Farmer, representing District 5: cindi_wlcdesigns@hotmail.com
Ginger Reeves, representing District 2: inquiries@mylittlefloridabeachhouse.com
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Be a part of your future!  Be an LGPOA member!
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