November, 2010 Coconut Telegraph
The Little Gasparilla Island Property Owners’ Association met on October 23rd. The date of the next meeting has not yet been set..   
The Little Gasparilla Island Advisory Committee met on November 12th.  Its next meeting will be on Friday, December 10th. 

Docks: The LGI Dock Committee (created by the LGI Advisory Committee to meet with the DEP about DEP concerns with numerous island docks) reports that it is continuing to meet with DEP representatives to seek solutions to the extensive problems identified by DEP.  The Committee reports that the DEP’s approach continues to be constructive and cooperative, and that all enforcement actions by DEP remain suspended while work toward solutions continues.  The Committee expects that it will be several months before proposed solutions are developed enough for presentation to the islanders for their reactions and suggestions. For more information, contact a member of the Dock Committee. They are: 
· Bob Hill: bobhill@ewol.com
· Barry Hurt: bhurt@tampabay.rr.com 
· David Haynes: david@tarponrealty.com
· Tom McCoy: thomas.mccoy@vanderbilt.edu
· Chuck O’Hara: gasparilla@gls3c.com 
Fire and EMS: Over the past several weeks, Assistant Chief Pete Reilly and LGIFR Board member (and First Responder) Chuck Soderquist have studied the location of every house on the island to determine the best route of access for any emergency.  They are developing a comprehensive plan for fighting a fire at each location, including the nearest accessible source of bay water, the pumps necessary to  move the water to the fire site, and the equipment that would be needed to fight the fire at the site.  They expect to present this comprehensive plan to the LGIFR Board and membership at the annual meeting scheduled for January 15 2011.
Septic Tanks: Florida Senate Bill 550 directs the State Department of Health (DOH) to inspect all septic systems in the state every 5 years, to “assess the fundamental operating condition of a system and to identify failures”. The DOH can set requirements for pump out, repair, or upgrade of an existing system.  The law was to take effect on January 1, 2011, but on November 17th, the Legislature voted a 6-month delay in implementation. For more information on this subject see: http://www.thesludgereport.org/. 
