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Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association

PO Box 3643

Placida, FL  33946

February, 2009 Coconut Telegraph
At its January 27th meeting, the Charlotte County board of Commissioners accepted Don Oleson as Gaspar’s Hideaway representative to the LGI Advisory Committee, and reappointed Bob Hill by a vote of 3 to 2 to the at-large position on the committee.  A list of current members appears below.
EMS/Fire.  As reported in last month’s Telegraph, a “Tri-Board” committee, composed of two representatives each from the Fire Board, the LGPOA, and the Advisory Committee, has been formed to investigate options for EMS and fire protection for LGI and to inform islanders about these options. The Tri-Board Committee has met twice in the past few weeks. The Committee has come up with a list of options to explore. Exploring those options, including reforming the volunteer fire department or getting some form of paid on-island service will take some time. Therefore, the Committee addressed the question of what could be done immediately to speed up the county’s response to LGI. The Committee developed the idea of buying and leasing or donating to Charlotte County a shallow-draft boat. This boat would be stationed at Eldred’s marina exclusively for county EMS and fire personnel to travel to LGI, and Charlotte County would maintain a qualified boat captain firefighter/EMT on duty at Station 14 (on Placida Road, near the post office). LGIFR board members met with Chief DiDio of Charlotte County last week to discuss this, and he agreed that these steps would greatly speed up response to the island. An islander is negotiating with Eldred’s about their donating a free slip to keep the boat at their marina, and the Fire Board plans to ask its members if funds from its treasury could be used toward the purchase of this boat. Send your comments on EMS and fire to the Tri Board Committee members listed below.
Zoning.  The current county zoning for LGI appears to allow the construction of multifamily developments and explicitly allows the development of commercial tourist facilities such as hotels, motels, commercial marinas, specialty shops, etc.  Other provisions in other county planning documents appear to contradict these provisions.  As reported in an earlier Coconut Telegraph, the Advisory Committee is nearing completion of its effort to draft a new zoning ordinance for LGI to solve these problems by zoning the entire island “Single Family Residential.”  At its Feb. 14 meeting, the Advisory Committee voted to accept and endorse the following report from its Zoning Subcommittee explaining the proposal:  
After several meetings, the Subcommittee and County Planner Jie Shao have reached agreement on all significant elements of the proposed zoning ordinance for LGI.  Those elements are as follows:

1.  The entire island (except one existing “Planned Development” zone (“PD”) of 11 lots in one section of the Preserve) will be zoned Single Family Residential.  On LGI, that zoning will mean one single 
family unit per acre on any lots created after Jan. 1, 1990, and one unit on any smaller lot that was platted before Jan. 1, 1990.  If the existing condominiums are damaged in a natural disaster, they 
can be rebuilt on the original footprint with the original square footage and original residential density. 

2.  There will be a limited list of uses that will be permitted as customarily accompanying a single family residence on LGI. That list is:


a)  Private storage structures and greenhouses.


b)  Swimming pools


c)  Tennis courts


d)  Noncommercial boat docks and ramps

e)  Certain home occupations:  internet sales, professional or paraprofessional services, consulting.

There will be specific limitations on these uses to protect the neighboring single family residences.

3.  There will be a limited list of nonresidential uses that will be permitted in the single family zone as “special exceptions” to the single family zoning in order to serve the needs of the single family residences.  The individual desiring to engage in such a use must comply with all of the procedures and requirements that govern the grant of such a “special exception.”   The Board of Zoning Appeals will have the power to grant or refuse the “special exception” after receiving written recommendations from the LGI Advisory Committee.  The ordinance will contain specific restrictions on all “special exceptions” to protect neighboring single family residences.  In addition, the Advisory Committee may recommend additional restrictions to the BZA, and the BZA may impose such additional restrictions as the BZA deems appropriate to protect the neighboring single family residences.  The list of possible “special exceptions” is limited to:


a)  Shops for golf cart sales, rental, and repair


b)  Houses of worship and community meeting halls

c)  Home occupations other than those listed above as a customary use of a single family residence

d)  Essential and emergency services

e)  Library

f)  Structures for the enclosed storage of trucks and other equipment used to service the electric, telephone, or water utilities on LGI

g)  Water utility treatment and distribution facilities

The Zoning Subcommittee is expected to have the actual language of the proposed ordinance completed within the next month for review by the Advisory Committee. Send your comments on the zoning proposal to the Zoning Subcommittee members listed below.
LGI Advisory Committee members are:


Bob Hill: bobhill@ewol.com

Rande Ridenour: rande.ridenour@ubs.com

Barry Hurt: bhurt@tampabay.rr.com

Carolyn DuPree: spookertwo@ewol.com

Ken Bonds: kenbonds@att.net

Paul Holmes: paulholmes@ewol.com

Don Oleson: dfoleson@msn.com
Tri-Board Committee members are: 


Midge O’Hara (gasparilla@gls3c.com), Ron Watson (ronstuffonly@aol.com) from LGIFR


Bob Hill, Barry Hurt from the Advisory Committee


Tom McCoy (thomas.mccoy@vanderbilt.edu), Brenda Lovell (teamlovell@kw.com) from LGPOA

Zoning Subcommittee members are:


Bob Hill, Barry Hurt, and Rande Ridenour from the Advisory Committee


Tom McCoy, Chuck O’Hara (gasparilla@gls3c.com), and Sam Bowles (mulletree@ewol.com)     


from the island community
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Be a part of your future!  Be an LGPOA member!
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