February-March, 2011 Coconut Telegraph
March meetings: 

LGPOA: no meeting this month. The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 9 at 11AM at the lawn at Placida Beach Condos. A potluck lunch will follow the meeting. Drinks and paper products will be supplied. 

LGIFR: Saturday, March 5, at 10AM at Placida Beach Clubhouse. See report below
LGI Advisory Committee: Friday, March 11, at 1PM at Cedar Point Park on Placida Road.

LGPOA met on Saturday, February 26th.
Annual Meeting: Representatives from Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7 are up for election this year. Addresses included in each district are: 

· District 1: 8000 to 8288

· District 3: 8594 – 8888  including: 8546, 8554, 8558, 8562, 8566                                                                                     8574, 8582, 8590, excluding: 8802-8818 (even #’s)                                           

· District 5: 9140 to 9394

· District 7:  9420 – 9646, excluding: 9494, 9498, 9502

If you live in one of these districts and are willing to serve on the Board, please email David Haynes at david@tarponrealty.com. Specially needed is a representative for District 5, whose seat is now vacant. District 1, 3, and 7 representatives are willing to continue to serve, but would welcome replacement.                                           

Island Services:  David Haynes reported on the problem some islanders have had with the use of Charlotte County’s Mini-transfer station near the Englewood Home Depot. Some islanders have been refused use of the site because they do not live on the mainland and pay the County’s garbage collection fee. However, Richard Allen, of Charlotte County Environmental Services, has stated that island residents may use these facilities if they show proof of residency in Charlotte County (driver’s license, tax bill, etc.).  These facilities permit the disposal of appliances, hazardous waste, yard waste among other materials, as well as recyclable materials. Just about anything other than odorous household garbage can be taken there. For the complete policy and hours of operation, click on this link: 
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/PublicWorks/solidwaste/minitransfer.asp.
Use of the LGI Chapel: The Preserve II Homeowners’ Association, which owns the chapel, has formulated a policy for its use. Basically, it can only be used for religious purposes – Sunday services or weddings, for example – not community meetings.  If you would like to schedule a religious event at the chapel, contact Karen Flatau at kaflgi9148@aol.com for more information.
Docks: Tom McCoy reported that the Dock Committee has met with the DEP on February 10th and will meet again in March. The committee is working with the DEP to find a way to accommodate all existing docks and permit the expansion of docks as future homes are built on the island.

Fire and EMS: Fred Baruth reported that LGIFR has been notified that it cannot use its assessment funds for emergency medical services beyond basic rescue medical services. Charlotte County provides most of the cost of full EMS through islanders’ property taxes, but LGIFR needs donations to cover its own Medical Director’s salary and some miscellaneous EMS expenses. The LGPOA Board voted to donate $1000 to LGIFR to use for the Medical Director’s salary.
Membership: Membership letters will go out to all island property owners in April. As a benefit of LGPOA membership, each member household will receive one of the reflective address plates that LGIFR recommends be installed on each island residence.  For those who are not members of LGPOA, these address plates will be available for purchase from LGIFR for approximately $6.  These address plates should be placed on your house or lot to help emergency personnel find your location quickly.
LGIFR met on Saturday, March 5th.

The board reported that it had been pledged $1000 from LGPOA, $2000 from a fundraiser held at Hideaway and $1000 from the Placida Beach Homeowner’s Association. These monies will be used to fund EMS services. EMS services beyond basic rescue medical services (that are funded by the MSBU) will cost LGIFR approximately $6400 this year. 

Chief Pete Reilly reported that response time on this island is 3 to 4 minutes from time of dispatch for a 911 call. He also presented a program called “RED DOT”, which is offered in Charlotte County. It involves filling out a short medical history form and keeping that form in a magnetic pouch on the refrigerator door.  A red dot is then placed under the entry door knob, alerting personnel to the availability of the form in case the ill or injured person is unable to respond to questions. For more information, call Chief Pete at 270-7607. 
For minutes of the meeting, see www.lgifr.com. The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April 2 at 10AM, location not yet determined.
