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Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association

PO Box 3643

Placida, FL  33946

Coconut Telegraph, July, 2008
There are several things to report on this month. Most importantly, Phyllis NeSmith has announced her resignation as President of the LGPOA Board, due to her husband’s declining health. She will retain her seat as representative of district one. Vice President David Haynes will assume the presidency until an election can be held at the next annual meeting.  The LGPOA Board will designate Phyllis’s replacement on the county’s LGI Advisory Committee in the near future.
There were two accidents on the island with injuries this month. On July 4, a fireworks accident sent two people to the hospital. They were taken by private boat to the county boat ramp where they were met by Charlotte County EMS. In the second accident, a boat hit the piling holding the manatee zone sign at the north end of the north access channel. The injured passengers were taken by private boat to meet the county EMS at the county boat ramp.  The LGPOA Navigation Committee chairman worked with county officials to make sure that the broken piling would not present a navigation hazard before the piling and sign are replaced by the county.  County officials informed the LGPOA that in the future, costs of replacing pilings and signs would be assessed against any boaters who struck and damaged county maintained pilings and signs.
The LGPOA hosted a coffee at Janet Stanke’s house for the challengers for the three Charlotte County Commission seats that are up for election. Many islanders attended and enjoyed the event. The candidates listened carefully to our concerns and were given a tour of the island. Those eight candidates, at least, now know where our island is and what its unique features are. 
Little Gasparilla Island Fire and Rescue has been busy researching options for on-island fire protection and EMS. The board is sending a letter to all parcel owners outlining what it feels is the best way to proceed and asking for comments. If there are no substantial objections from islanders, the Board intends to hire an attorney and proceed with the creation of an Independent Special Fire District with a professional fire chief and volunteer fire fighters. More details are in the letter you should receive shortly. The LGPOA has pledged $5000 to assist the fire board with expenses in forming the district..
The county’s LGI Advisory Committee will meet on August 15 at one o’clock at Cedar Point Park. On the agenda should be the issue of appropriate zoning for LGI and a request from the Fire Board for support in creating a  Independent Special Fire District. These are two very important issues that affect all islanders. Please try to attend if possible.

To receive email notices of county commission and advisory meetings and other Charlotte County news, go to www.charlottefl.com/charlottealerts and sign up for what you would like to receive.

The LGPOA Board hopes to send all members a Coconut Telegraph at least every other month. Judy McCoy is the new editor. Please send items of interest to her for inclusion in future issues. Her email address is judithamccoy@gmail.com
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Be a part of your future!  Be an LGPOA member!
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