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Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association

PO Box 3643

Placida, FL  33946

COCONUT TELEGRAPH APRIL, 2009
Islanders were shocked and saddened when a house fire claimed the lives of Burt and Sandy Perry, their daughter Lisa and her boyfriend early Saturday morning, April 26th. The cause of the fire has not yet been determined.  LGIFR’s fire truck, many neighbors, as well as Charlotte County’s fire boat, Englewood’s fire boat, Palm Island/Don Pedro’s fire department, responded to the fire and were able to keep it from spreading to neighboring homes, but the house was engulfed when the fire was first noticed, and no rescue was possible.

Islanders served by Little Gasparilla Utilities were without water on Easter weekend. Owner Jack Boyer reports that his main pump had a major malfunction, and his back-up pump failed after 3 hours. He was able to connect on an emergency basis to Don Pedro State Park’s water supply by Monday, April 13, but water could not be pumped at normal pressure until Saturday, April 19. Jack has the back up pump working and is in the process of repairing the main pump. He expresses his thanks to islanders for their help and patience.

Islander Sue Paskert reports that one of their family dogs suddenly became ill while on the island, and died from what the vet said was rat poison. She asked that islanders be reminded to use rat poison only indoors and away from areas where pets could get to it.

Zoning:

At its meeting on April 17th, the LGI Advisory Committee deferred action on the proposed LGI Zoning Overlay ordinance because of objections to the types of home occupations that would be permitted under the language suggested by Charlotte County. The Zoning Subcommittee is working on revised language to eliminate the problem, and the Advisory Committee may be in a position at its May meeting to vote to recommend the revised draft to the county.

Fire and EMS:

The Tri-Board (LGPOA, LGIFR, and the Advisory Committee) has been working with Charlotte County to enhance the county’s fire and EMS response to LGI. Discussions are ongoing about having a boat stationed at Eldred’s marina for Charlotte County personnel to use to respond to LGI. The Tri-Board is also working on signage for roads and homes on the island to help county personnel find the location of an emergency. Additionally, the Tri-Board is researching various options for providing on-island fire and EMS, including re-starting a volunteer fire department, or using some form of taxing authority.

Long-time at-large LGI Advisory Committee member Rande Ridenour has resigned from the Committee. The Committee is seeking a replacement, preferably from the north end of the island. If you are interested in representing your neighbors by serving on the Advisory Committee, please contact our county commissioner, Robert Skidmore at Robert.skidmore@charlottefl.com. 
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Be a part of your future!  Be an LGPOA member!
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